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Meetings 
are held at 7:00 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday 
of each month except December (none).

Location  
is the lower level of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
411-5th St. N., St. Petersburg. From I-275, 
Exit at I-375 East to second exit (4th Ave. N.). 
Proceed to traffic light at 5th St. N., turning 
left.  Church is on right. Parking is to the left 
of the church.

Objectives 
This Society is an organization of model 
builders, historians and artists who encour-
age the construction of nautical models, cre-
ation of marine art, and research in maritime 
history, at every level of expertise, through 
the exchange of ideas and presentations.

Membership 
There is no charge to attend meetings, and 
all interested parties are invited. Annual 
dues are $12.  payable in January.

Presentations

Members and guests are encouraged to 
bring in projects current and past, plans, 
modeling problems or maritime-related 
items of interest for discussion, or inclusion 
in the Ship’s Log. 

Next Meeting 
Tuesday, Nov. 27, 7:00 p.m.

The regular October meeting was called to order by Skipper Sobieralski, who welcomed guest (now member), Roger Grif-
fith of Sanford. Steve brought photo prints and briefly described a model of RN Dorsetshire in dry-dock, a 1/192, 1937 model 
by Norman Ough. It resides at the Imperial War Museum. Steve started a Dorsetshire in 2005 and says it is at the top of his list 
to finish, now that he has retired. Full disclosure, Steve has also admitted that he can be easily distracted by any shiny, new 
project that pops up.

Business, Old and New: Two nameplates were presented, to be applied to Norm Jacobs’ models of Missouri and Yorktown, 
which had been delivered to American Victory. The bottom line for the pair of plates is $17. paid for by the club. They are la-
ser-engraved by ESP EntErPriSES in Brooksville. This is a “trade” price, with provided art, so be aware that a similar order could cost  
a retail customer more.  

Okay, not nautical. Ships of the Road? 
Showboats? These are interpretations of 
Pocher Alpha-Romeos by Steve Sobieralski 
(yellow) and Earl Petrikin (red). Awesome.
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Ed Brut on the Hotchkiss Revolving 
Gun model: Scale, approximately 1/7.
“The Hotchkiss Revolving Cannon, a 
Gatling type, magazine fed, rotating 
barrel weapon was invented by Benjamin 
Hotchkiss (1826-1885). The 1-pounder, 
37mm revolving Hotchkiss cannons had 
five barrels and were capable of firing 68 
rounds per minute with an accuracy range 
of 2,000 yards (1,800m). A 3-pounder, 
47mm Hotchkiss was also manufactured. 
Adopted by the U.S., British and Russian 
navies in the 1800’s, these naval guns were 
widely used for close-up defense of major 
warships, against small craft (torpedo 
boats), armed with the newly invented 
locomotive* torpedoes.
 My scratch-built model was started by 
a machinist and almost completed. It is 
made almost entirely of brass stock with 
the wooden parts made from walnut. I 
have started machining and designing 
additional parts to the display of the piece. 
Shown are some 37mm shells for a stow-
age box I plan to make from walnut. I have 
a wheeled, field carriage for the gun but it 
is in much need of repair. I may machine 
and detail a cone-shaped mount to show 
the gun, as it would be positioned on a 
ship’s deck.”
 *Wikipedia says, “Historically, it was 
called an automotive, automobile, locomo-
tive or fish torpedo; colloquially called a fish. 
The term torpedo was originally employed 
for a variety of devices, most of which would 
today be called mines. From about 1900, 
torpedo has been used strictly to designate 
an underwater self-propelled weapon.”

Show & Tell  
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iSchus, your Sec/Ed, displayed progress on the 15’, 
open, Sam Rabl, 1930’s Titmouse design, Little Bird.  
The boat lives in San Diego, and owns fabulous Annie, 
Scuzmum of the Traditional Small Craft Association 
chapter of the Southern California Small Boat Messabout 
Society... called the “Scuzbums.”
 The 1/15, half hull of the model that has lived to com-
pletion (so far) is natural cherry over painted poplar.  
It will be mounted to a photo portrait of Annie that also 
has the sails transparently printed. The deck is “canvassed” 
with dressmaker’s muslin applied with dilute Elmer’s white. 
The accessory CB + trunk, rudder + tiller, skeg, and floor-
boards are completed, as are the spars. The only rigging is 
a jib-stay, single shroud and the sheet.  These will be ap-
plied in 3-D, with some deck hardware, also largely done. 
The boom gooseneck remains outstanding. The half-mod-
el format allows parts to be less structural because they 
are mounted to the backboard, not having to support any 
weight or shock. It is AN IDEAL format for models that have 
to be shipped any distance. The hull is mounted through 
the backboard with steel screws. The backboard is 1/2” 
Gator-foam, faced with fiber laminates...  
 VERY tough material.
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George G. Fehér on  Painting HMS Trafalgar: “Once all the 
seams were puttied, primed with Mr. SurfacEr 1000, and sand-
ed, I was anxious to start painting (Image 126).    
Most modern subs are flat black “from the yard”, but weather 
considerably on patrol. After looking at dozens of photos on 
the Internet, I saw extensive fading and rusting of submarine 
hulls, along with an impressive array of missing anechoic tiles. 
I’m not going to model the tiles; way too small at 1:350 scale, 
but I do wish to show some weathering along the topsides and 
hull. Also, the sub will be set-up to be viewed from above and 
below the water line.
 The challenge to painting was choosing a paint that was 
black, but not too black. I settled on Vallejo Model Air Tire Black 
(71.315) and “shot the sub” with my airbrush. Unfortunately, 
when it dried, I was not happy with the “black”, and since I 
did not adequately fair-down the starboard seam, it showed 
through the paint. Off came the paint with Pure Denatured 
Alcohol! (Image 854). SO, the “quick build” backfired and I had 
to start all over again.
 Back to square two: sanding the seam with 2400, 3200 and 
4000 grit wet sandpaper, then laying down a coat of Tamiya 
Fine Surface Primer. (Image 219) The result was a nice, even 
prime coat, with all seams gone (Image 229).  
 Now it’s ready for Trial Two Painting; next month!”

 (Image 126)

 (Image 229)

(Image 219)

(Image 854)

Numbered Images  
provided by George.



Ship'sLogTampaBayShipModelSociety5
Sec/Ed reports: My 2017 illustration of 
Henry B. Plant’s 1885, SS Mascotte was 
entered into the HBP Museum’s one-day art 
show, which honored his birthday. It was one 
of five winners and garnered a 1-year member-
ship with associated benefits. That illustration 
portrayed the ship under her Peninsular & 
Occidental flaggery after 1899 when Henry 
died. The image will be on a limited edition 
postcard sold in the Museum gift shop. For that 
application, I modified the image to reflect its 
Plant line logos (right). 
 For new members who may not know the 
story, Mascotte is supposedly represented on 
the official seal of both Tampa and Mascotte, 
FL, but quite wrongly, as a sailing ship. She was 
originally rigged to carry steadying sails but no 
picture has been seen with them in use. 
 The framed digital print was retained to be 
on display at the Museum’s Victorian Christmas 
Stroll, said to attract 15,000 strollers (people, 
not perambulators-baby carriages).  My model 
is still in my dining room, but loosely scheduled 
to be installed into the Inn reconstructed from 
the Belleview Biltmore Bellaire, “soon.” S.S. Mascotte

LOA: 207’-9” x Beam: 30’-0”

Built by William Cramp and Sons Ship and Engine Building Company, Launched 1886
Owner: H.B.Plant Co./Plant Improvement Company/The Plant System

M A S C O T T E
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Your Sec/Ed was called to SPYC to examine a 
model in need of repair. It is a 1956 model of a 
Caribbean motor-ketch that has been dismast-
ed, but otherwise in fair shape. Or possibly a 
model of a 1956 build. The rigging is all of one 
weight and color. It is not brittle, so it seems 
that the spars, blocks and dead-eyes are still at-
tached, not gone adrift. “Uncle Will” Albury built 
the original boat on the beach. Scale unknown, 
but maybe 18”- 20” OA of 40’ boat.    
      Aft railing on starboard side is missing. Boom 
gallows is broken-missing. Bowsprit is broken 
but still attached. The masts were mounted 
– threaded down onto – large brass screws 
projecting up from the deck. They have broken 
out the butts. I am confident that no sail-rigging 
plan exists, butI believe the original owner is still 
around and MIGHT be available to advise.   
 The classic philosophy of restoration is to 
put the model back together as the original was 
created. But, of course, the owner might have 
another preference. I have contacted my list of 
restoration specialists, but if YOU are interested 
in the job, do not hesitate to contact me.
 The model was built by Bruce Watters, past 
Commodore of SPYC, USAF pilot, owner of 
Bruce Watters Jewelery, etc. Mr. Watters passed  
in Sept, 2016. Owners of the vessel were John L. 
and Bette Wilhelm. 
 Note the cryptic-arcane nameplate listing; 
“Construction” of Horseflesh and Abaco Pine.  
Not clear if that means the vessel or the model. 
 Mr. Wiki says, “Horseflesh Mahogany.  A little 
trivia... In the Bahamas during the 19th century 
the wood was known locally as Horseflesh Mahog-
any. It was described as a heavy and rather hard 
wood, much valued for the framing of houses, 
high-class joinery and ship building.”
 Is the ShLog educational or what?

ADONDE
OWNER:  COMMODORE JOHN L. WILHELM
MATE: BETTY “TUGBOAT” WILHELM
DESIGER/BUILDER UNCLE WILL ALBURY
BUILT: 1956
CONSTRUCTION: HORSEFLESH AND ABACO PINE
LOA:   40’      LWL:  35’     DRAFT:  4-1/2’     DISP: 35,000 LBS
MODEL BY: BRUCE W. WATTERS
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New member Roger Griffith, displayed a 
Viking boat. >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
 
 Guy Hancock reports in:  “Got the 

Emma C. Berry kit which I ordered 
from the fellow cleaning out his col-
lection.  I remembered in some Ships 
in Scale a great series on a fishing boat 
named the Smuggler.  I am missing 
some of the issues in 2012, so I have 
the first and last in the series of 5 arti-
cles but am missing the ones in  
the middle. 
    Would anybody happen to have 
those issues from 2012?  I will look at 
the bookshelf at the next club meet-
ing to see if they are there, as well.  I 
was impressed with the details on the 
Smuggler and thought some of that 
would help me when I get ready to 
start on the Berry.”

Search for and view > finescale.com <
IPMS 2018 to see some models of stag-
gering detail (as below)!

This 1st place ship model of a DKM Kriegsfisch-
kutter (fishing boat confiscated and armed)  
was scratch built in nine months,  
according to the builder,
Doug Bauer, Oregon.



36th America’s Cup (2021): Open monohull, soft sails, three battery  
 driven, articulated T-foils, 11 crew, no leg-cranking.
Highlights of the AC75 Class Rule include:
 • Strict limitations on the number of components that can be built,
including hulls, masts, rudders, foils, and sails, thus encouraging teams 
to do more R&D in simulation and subsequently less physical construc-
tion and testing
 • Supplied foil arms and cant system to save design time and con-
struction costs
  • Supplied rigging
 • One design mast tube
The rule is a “box rule” with the overall hull length being 20.6 metres 
which coverts to 68.5 ft and if you add in the bowsprit the length  
grows to 75 ft. No beam spec, but a fixed distance between port and 
starboard foils.

Stephen Sobieralski on Alfa Model: “I built 
my PochEr Alfa 8C 2300 model back in 1982 so 
it’s 36 years old, but it’s held up pretty well.  Un-
like Earl, I built mine straight out of the box so 
the result is pretty typical of what the average 
modeler can expect to achieve should they 
decide to attempt one of these kits.   
 I think the Alfa, which Pocher offered in at 
least five different versions, was by far their best 
kit and makes into a very impressive model.”

Stephen Sobieralski on HMS Dorsetshire:
“As my first post-retirement project I decided to 
finish my scratch-built 1/192 HMS Dorsetshire 
which I started back in 2005. My goal, which I 
was going to accomplish, was to present the 
finished model at the November meeting.  
However, my wife booked us on a two-week 
cruise which leaves the Sunday before our 
meeting so I won’t be able to do that.  I am 
providing some photos of the nearly complete 
model, lacking only masts, rigging and boats.   
 See everyone in the new year and hope you 
all have a great holiday season!”
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Photos by Steve.

Projected to be  
faster than the  
previous  
catamarans!
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McDougall Anchor used on Whalebacks:  
 “Anchor with a heavy triangular frame and 
a large single fluke within.  This anchor was de-
signed by Captain Alexander McDougall for use 
on whaleback steamers. This particular anchor 
was used on the whaleback passenger steamer 
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS which was built in 
1892 in West Superior, Wisconsin.  It was the 
only whaleback passenger boat ever construct-
ed.  The boat was built as an excursion boat for 
the World’s Fair, Chicago, 1893.  The anchor was 
patented on February 3, 1891 (patent number 
445, 816).”
 At right, this sample is at Mariners’ Museum 
in  Newport News.

This anchor was introduced by last month’s 
guest speaker, Jim Niemyer, R/C associate of our 
Howard Howe. Jim displayed and spoke knowl-
edgebly  on the history of Whaleback Steamships 
peculiar to the Great Lakes. 

MORE

Please, please, please, if you are in a 
rigging phase, ask me to bring in this 
collection to pick over. Sec/Ed
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Actual namplates produced for Norm Jacobs’ models now on American Victory.

Photo by Roger Kibart

Hatchet-in-Head: Recycled from a few years ago, Sec/Ed 
neglected to describe the materials of this prop. It is made of 
Dow StyrofoaM insulation, painted with brushed, dirt-cheap 
craft acrylics. The bloody crown was repurposed from a Dol-
lar Store cowboy hat. There is a curved metal inner plate that 
supports the hatchet head by a screw.  Total cost of materials 
about $2. One size fits all.

REMEMBER... There is NO December Meeting!

& MORE

Through May 1, 2021
MIT Exhibit, Lighter, Stronger, Faster celebrates the spirit of innovation by 
examining the unparalleled impact on marine design and engineering by 
Nathanael Greene Herreshoff and the Herreshoff Manufacturing Company.


