Ship’s Log TampaBayShipModelSociety
Meeting of March 22, 2022

President & Treasurer Steve
Sobieralski
2906 Bay Villa Ave. Tampa, FL 33611
ssobier@verizon.net
Secty/Newsletter Editor Irwin Schuster
8503 Portage Ave. Tampa, FL 33647-1707
813 866-1442 irwin.schuster@verizon.net
Webmaster Phillip Schuster. Contact Sec/Ed
Meetings
are held at 10:30 a.m. on the fourth Tuesday
of each month except December (none).
Location
is the lower level of Trinity Lutheran Church,
411-5th St. N., St. Petersburg. From I-275,
Exit at I-375 East to second exit (4th Ave. N.).
Proceed to traffic light at 5th St. N., turning
left. Church is on right. Parking is to the left
of the church.
Objectives
This Society is an organization of model
builders, historians and artists who encourage the construction of nautical models, creation of marine art, and research in maritime
history, at every level of expertise, through
the exchange of ideas and presentations.
Membership
There is no charge to attend meetings, and
all interested parties are invited. Annual dues
are payable in January.
Presentations
Members and guests are encouraged to
bring in or send projects current and past,
plans, modeling problems or maritime-related items of interest for discussion, or inclusion in the monthly Ship’s Log.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, Apr. 26 10:00 a.m.

TampaBayShipModelSociety.org

The regular March meeting was verbally gaveled to order by Skipper/Treasurer
Sobieralski, who reported on the current treasure chest; adequate to fill
our needs. The roster shows we have 19 members to date, all but
one in Florida, but not all within comfortable driving distance.
The net result is, typical attendance is about a 12-14.
No other business was conducted.
Ed Brut reported on events at the Suncoast Center
for Fine Scale Modeling, and Bob Johnson described
circumstances surrounding Queen Mary I and her
20’ likeness; both further along in this issue.
This is La Candelaria, complteted by
Chuck LaFave, and awaiting
delivery to the panhandle.
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Show & Tell

Chuck LaFave Updates on Three:
“The La Candelaria was a ship that a
gentleman started but passed way
before he could finish. He had the hull
finished, and just needed rigging completed, sails installed and some repair
work. I will be taking it up to Destin, Fl
at the end of April.
The Cutty Sark was a ship that the
hull was started, needed some work
done, new decking, paint and working
on the furniture. I tried copper plating it
look like dog poo, so I went to copper
paint. When I get some time I’ll see if I
can master copper plating.
I also been working on the HMS Victory that was damaged during a move.
I have the ship finished and just need
to complete some work on the stand.
I purchased line made to match the
original from Ropes of Scale (https://
ropesofscale.com/) and some from
OcCre supplies.
The ship with the (tiny) boat hanging
on the stern is another one I finished,
replacing all rigging, reinstalling the
sails and cleaning. I’ll be delivering that
ship to St. Augustine.
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Images submitted by Chuck
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Guy Hancock on Scale Figures for
Emma C. Berry: “I had a reply from
the Suncoast Fine Scale Modeling
center and they offer 3D printed figures in only two sizes, 1/4” and 5/8”.
I have screwed the hull to the
display board, after applying the
sand and grass provided by Bob
Johnson and using his instructions.
I soldered the switch & battery
connection using my solder paste
and a soldering iron. I like the lights
but in the future might go one step
brighter. In spite of the openings
it is hard to see much of the detail
inside the hull. I had to rebuild the
rocker mechanism on the winch
because some parts were too long.
It is a challenge to make these small
parts at this scale. The transom
molding and lettering was finished
before the hull was fasted to the
board. The lettering was printed on
black paper and not decals as I first
thought.
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Steve Sobieralski on Japanese preDreadnought battleship Mikasa:
“Mikasa (1/200 scale), named for a
mountain in Japan, was designed
and built in Britain by Vickers, Ltd. at
their shipyard in Barrow-in-Furness.
There is, to this day, a section of
Barrow-in-Furness called Vickerstown
with a Mikasa Street. The ship’s keel
was laid in January,1899, launched in
November,1900 and commissioned
into the Imperial Japanese Navy in
March, 1902. As built she was armed
with four 12” guns in two twin turrets,
14 single 6” guns, 20 single 3” guns, 12
single 3 pounder guns and 4 underwater torpedo tubes. In 1902 the
American Society of Naval Engineers
declared her to be “the finest battleship in the world.”
The model shows her as built in
1902 with an Edwardian style paint
scheme of black hull, lower masts,
ventilators and funnels, light gray upper works and buff upper masts. Each
funnel carried three white stripes as a
recognition measure. For most of her
career, however, she was painted gray
overall.
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The ship saw combat in the
Russo-Japanese War, including
the Battle of Port Arthur in 1904
and was Admiral Togo’s flagship
at the Battle of Tsushima when
the Russian fleet was comprehensively defeated after making
an epically hapless voyage
halfway around the world from
the Baltic Sea. Within days of
the end of the war the Mikasa
sank at her moorings from an
internal magazine explosion.
She was raised and put back
into service, served on coastal
defense patrols in WWI and
was finally decommissioned in
1923. She was then encased
in concrete and preserved as a
museum ship in Yokosuka.
After WWII, she fell into disrepair, had most of her superstructure stripped off, and was
used as a night club and aquarium. In the mid-1950s support
arose for her restoration as
a museum ship, which was
encouraged by Admiral Chester
Nimitz. She was re-opened as
a museum ship in 1961 and
in 2009 was repainted by the
crew of the USS Nimitz. She is
the only remaining pre-Dreadnought battleship.
The model is a plastic kit
from Trumpeter, released through
their subsidiary HobbyBoss, and
has just returned from a sojourn
as part of the Pelikan Model
Club exhibit at the Suncoast
Center for Fine Scale Modeling.
in Odessa.”
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Ed Brut Describes Plans of the Suncoast
Center for Fine Scale Modeling’s rotating
exhibits: “The Pelican Club has had a display
there for a number of years. We have changed
out the display this month and were told of a
possible yearly, rotating, specialized exhibits
the local clubs might be able to help with.
They now have a StarWars model and
figure exhibit going on and it has been very
successful. Parts of the exhibit are by a movie
prop company and some by individuals. It has
been very popular. The center is now considering a scale model automotive based exhibit
and a naval ship based exhibit.
This is just now in the talking stage and
nothing has been finalized. I will keep TBSMS
informed as to how and when we might
participate. All types of ships would be represented. I envision something similar to our
2011 exhibit at the Tampa Bay History Center.
https://tampabayhistorycenter.org/
See Photo.
https://www.finescalemodeling.org/
The Suncoast Center for Fine Scale Modeling
2645 Success Dr., Odessa, FL 33556 , (813)
230-6620
The center is open on the 3rd Saturday of
the month September thru May, 10am - 3pm
Adults $10.00, Kids under 12 free CLOSED
June, July, and August

Image submitted by Ed. Exhibit at the Tampa Bay History Center, 2011.
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Bob Johnson Completes Lightfoot: “Here’s the completed model
of the 21’ sharpie, “Lightfoot” (1:12
scale scale...1/32” bass wood
surfaces).
I designed and built the actual
(wood) boat in the mid 1970’s,
eventually making a mold from its
hull and selling fiberglass versions
of the boat. Many plan sets were
also sold for home construction in
plywood.
Lightfoot was rigged as an
unstayed spritsail cat ketch which
allowed all spars to stow under
the cockpit seats. It also had an
enclosed motor well aft in which a
6 hp outboard would fit, allowing
it to be used as a motor launch
(which we did frequently). One
could also row the boat seated on
the central thwart.
The model is displayed on our
fireplace mantle under a painting of a sunset at a typical local
coastal island...an area in which
we used the boat many times.

Image above submitted by Bob

Ship’sLogTampaBayShipModelSociety10
Bob Johnson on the recent
discovery of Shackleton’s
ship, Endurance: ”The ship
crushed by ice and sunk in October
1915 in water two miles deep off of
Antarctica has made international
news and reinvigorated interest in an
amazing story of survival.
I can highly recommend the book
“Endurance” by Alfred Lansing, and
while he was not a member of the
crew that (all) survived their improbable return to safety, his thorough
research and writing skills make it a
riveting read. Other books regarding this story are also available, but
one can’t go wrong starting with
Lansing’s account. Many high quality
photos are also included.
The map shows the route taken
by the ship, where it was abandoned,
and the route taken back to their
starting point on South Georgia
island...about one and a half
years in total.
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Bob Johnson on Queen Mary:
“A recent item in the news described the status of the model
of the Queen Mary that was
leased to the folks operating
the actual ship as a hotel in
Long Beach, California.
First, a bit of history regarding the QM. In the late 1960’s
the full size QM was delivered
to the folks in CA who then
undertook its conversion into a
hotel. I was living in CA at that
time and, as a member of the
Society of Naval Architects and
Marine Engineers, we were invited to inspect the conversion
process. It was a memorable
experience and made a lasting
impression as the work was
being done to a high standard
and retained the aura of one of
the word’s most famous ocean
liners.
At some point in the early 2000’s, the South Street
Seaport (NY) decided to lease
the model of the ship that was
in their collection to the QM
“hotel”. Apparently it was not
well cared for during its years
in Long Beach, and to make
matters worse the QM “hotel”
ultimately went bankrupt.

Images submitted by Bob
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track
Regardless, the Seaport retrieved
their deteriorating model and
is undertaking its restoration to
original condition.
Most new ships had some sort
of model created along with
its actual construction, and the
Cunard Line commissioned a 20’
long full model for their new QM.
It was carved out of a single mahogany log and detailed (exterior
only as it appears) to a remarkably high standard.
I have not visited the South
Street Seaport in NYC, but it is
now high on my list as this model
will be on display (after restoration) along with their large collection of many other maritime
artifacts.
The photos show the QM in
New York in the late 1960’s,
possibly heading to Long Beach,
CA. The overhead view is of the
QE in Long Beach at her new
permanent berth. The last photo
is the stern area of the 20’ model
being retrieved for its return to
the Seaport Museum.
Found this photo of the QM
model at the South Street Seaport before being sent to CA.
Perhaps worth including with the
other 3 photos.”

Images submitted by Bob
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Howard Howe on Perseverance
Tugboat deck structures:
“I have been continuing with more
sub-assemblies for Perseverance.
One of the more challenging
assembly was the steam anchor
windlass. It consist of 40+ lead
castings at a 1/32 scale. There is an
exploded view of the number parts
in the plans, but no sequence of
assemble. I replaced the steel rods
provided in the kit with brass rods.
After removing casting burrs, I
cleaned the lead parts in vinegar
and then water to remove any
mold release to facilitate painting. Following my predetermined
assemble & gluing sequence,
I spray painted the assembly and
added the black painted anchor
chain and the white steam pipes.
Now she is ready to be glued to the
fore deck.

Some images provided by Howard
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There was another assembly for a deck hatch cover with hold down
bolts. The cover and bolts are lead castings with a wood base support.
The Junior Companionway, which I originally mistook for the outhouse because it has a vent on top, is assembled from 3ply, 1/16” wood
with the printed parts. To insure the sides form the correct rectangle, I
cut a piece of 3/4” balsa wood for the bottom of each section to make the
interior base. It is now ready to be glued to the fore deck. Its purpose is
to provide easy access to the ships interior for the deck crew. I have also
completed two deck tanks using similar method to be installed later.”
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Roger Kibart brought in his latest work
in progress, a model of the FV Northwestern: “Northwestern is one of the king
crab fishing boats featured in one of the
longest running TV reality shows, “Deadliest Catch.”
I explained some of the difficulties I
had building the 1/42 model from scratch
over the past six months because of
major building renovations being done in
proximity to my almost open-air workshop
at the ground level of my condo building.
Cold weather during the winter months
didn’t help when I was fiberglassing the
hull, as well.
The model is now about 80% finished
and measures 3 feet in length and 8¼
inches wide. I did a great deal of research
looking for plans or detailed diagrams of
the original boat without success. Finding
nothing, I spent about 3 months during
the Covid lockdown drawing up my own
plans using photos from the TV series
and website information on crab boats to
recreate the model design. Not having any
prior experience on designing a hull or
framework of a boat, I used approximations
from photographs and the SWAG method
(Scientific Wild Ass Guessing) in creating
measurements and spacing of components
and locations of ribs to facilitate the plank
on frame construction. Although I had built
a few other scratch-built models I had plans
for reference, but this was a case where I
had to create everything. Lots of frustrating
enjoyment.
Although I am an avid RC guy, this model will be for display only at the request/
demand of my wife, not wanting the model
subject to damage. I plan to bring the
model back upon final completion in a
couple months.”
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George Hecht Tickled a RIB*: “The
model is of a 21’ RIB made by Atlantic
Boats in the U.K. It is built out of the box
with some exceptions. The color is of an
Avon Rescue Boat which I built for 15
years, for the U.S. military.
The model was designed for R/C
with the (drive) prop exiting the hull,
and using the two dummy outboards
as the rudder. The tubes were vacuum-formed and were a bugger to
assemble. The rest of the model was
“regular” plastic.
I fitted it out with parts I found in the
spares box, which consisted of items I’ve
seen in other boats, i.e. radio and guitar.
In carried this model around for 20 years
before finally finishing it, but, like a real
boat, is it ever really done?”
*(RIB = Rigid-hulled Inflatable Boat)
Origination of this construction appears
to be in dispute:
“The RIB as we know it was conceived by students at Atlantic College
in Wales under the watchful eye of their
principal, retired Navy Admiral Sir Desmond Hoare. They were developed into
highly capable seagoing rescue craft at
the College and eventually caught the
eye of the RNLI.“
OR: “The combination of rigid hull
and large inflatable buoyancy tubes
had been conceived by a Royal National
Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) team working under Inspector of Lifeboats Dag
Pike in 1964 as a means of reducing the
wear and tear of the fabric bottoms of
the existing inflatable inshore lifeboats.
Although working versions were built,
the plywood rigid hulls were not strong
enough and broke up in waves.”
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Irwin Schuster on a Piscataqua
River Gunning Skiff: This 1/18
model was built in 1997, to plans
drawn by Howard I. Chapelle
in American Small Sailing Craft,
Their Design, Development, and
Construction.
But I digress. The reason I
brought this example was, I had
chosen it for being as simple a vessel of local interest as I could find
(living in MA). And, I was seeking
that to break builder’s block I was
experiencing, as I am currently.
In another, parallel life, I produce loads of graphic material to
support Florida’s Burrowing Owls,
and in still another, documenting
family collections. And then there’s
dealing with this job.
Interest was expressed in the
case. 3/4” Oak ply with mitered,
rabbeted 1/2 x 3/4” oak to form
the slot that accepts the assembled acrylic panels. Make the base,
size the panels to fit. assemble
them and trim with mitered brass
angles. Today I would trim with
strip wood.

This is a typical duck hunting rig from late 1800s – early 1900s, as used on the
Piscataqua River; a 12-mile-long tidal river separating NH and ME. It is 400-600’
wide. The river, not the skiff. The hull is basswood, and the shotgun walnut,
steel & brass. The decoys are also bass. Their weights are lead, and deteriorating, the reason why kit manufacturers have switched to pewter/Britannia.
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Britannia metal, also called britannium is a specific type of pewter alloy,
favored for its silvery appearance and smooth surface. By weight typically about
92% tin, 6% antimony, and 2% copper. Britannia melts at 255° C (491°F for normal
folks).
Propulsion was by sculling whilst lying in the bottom to avoid spooking the
ducks. Getting close was important because the hunter wanted a sure shot, for
the same reason; spooking. Bang! and the rest were gone. Market hunters used
multi-barrel, or huge-gauge, single-barrel shotguns.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum, located in St. Michaels, Maryland,
is home to a collection of Chesapeake Bay artifacts, exhibitions, and vessels.
This 18-acre interactive museum was founded in 1965 on Navy Point, once a
site of seafood packing houses, docks, and work boats. Among it’s exhibition is
one on this subject.

Photos liberated from the www for
purpose of education.
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Transporting Ship Models by Vehicle: It occurs to your kindly old Sec/Ed that a pretty good
way to secure a ship model of any size, but in particular a large one, would be to fit out your
vehicle with a pegboard floor panel. The panel should be sized and shaped to not slide around.
A prerequisite, of course, is to have the model secured to its base-stand. Next, bungees to locate
the base-stand, hooked onto the pegboard. Or, turn-buttons or similar means to tie down.

Captain Howe gets
made fun of by a niece,
I believe. Your Sec/Ed
is losing track of a lot,
these days.
Thank Captain Howe for
reminding me to ship
this issue at all!
This was sent by “The Jich”. Creative concept and prime
subject for modeling. What about the
orientation of the figures?

