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$12 Dues checks MUST BE  

made out to Xxxxx Xxxxxxxxx and NOTED as  
“2016 TBSMS Dues” or they will be returned.  

Steve’s address: 4830 15th Ave N. St. Petersburg, FL 
 33713

This regular meeting was called to order by President and Treasurer, Steve Sobieralski. No significant business 
was discussed or transacted.
	 Guest, Johnny Johnson was introduced by Howard Howe. Johnny, of Oldsmar, is an RC modeler.
	 We had an inquiry for help on Clipper Flying Fish, from Pensacola. That is ongoing. Charlie Gravalesse agreed 
to help the gentleman when more information becomes available. 
	 Another request for ship restoration came from the Atlantic coast, regarding a 5-foot fantasy “pirate ship” and a 
brig. At this time, Chuck LaFave has taken these on. 
	 Brad Murray described a website on adhesives, that his wife turned up. “My wife came across this and if you 
haven’t already seen it the club members might find it useful.” https://thistothat.com/phil.shtml  “This to That,” Glue 
Philosophy: Trivia; News; Philosophy; Impartial (disclaiming responsibility); Links; FAQ; Glue o’ Month; & Feedback.  
Fundamental advice is, when you can, use a mechanical fastener with the goo.
	 NOTICE: This meeting will be the last of 2023. Sec/Ed plans to bring stored donations of strip wood, scrap, tools, 
finishes and model materials of all kinds, for distribution. If you have anything appropriate to donate or sell, bring it. 	
	 That which is left will be 
taken by Chuck LaFave, for 
our southern brethren, or as 
our members wish.

Brad Murray suggests that 
we try an alternate lunch 
spot across the street from 
The Hollander, in the Mu-
seum of the American Arts 
and Crafts Movement. It is 
quieter, the menu is similar 
and the prices are right; 
most under $10. “Handcraft-
ed Burgers; Pressed Panini; 
Artisan Sandwiches; From the 
Grill (Reuben, Corned Beef, 
Pastrami, Brisket); Flatbreads 
& Pizzas; Soups & Salads + 
Sweets.”  Brews, too (Portions 
might be daintier). See last 
page for he ambiance.
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Meetings 
are held at 10:30 a.m. on the fourth Tuesday of 
each month except December (none).

Location  
is the lower level of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
411-5th St. N., St. Petersburg. From I-275, Exit at 
I-375 East to second exit (4th Ave. N.). Proceed to 
traffic light at 5th St. N., turning left.  Church is 
on right. Parking is to the left of the church.

Objectives 
This Society is an organization of model builders, 
historians and artists who encourage the con-
struction of nautical models, creation of marine 
art, and research in maritime history, at every 
level of expertise, through the exchange of ideas 
and presentations.

Membership 
There is no charge to attend meetings, and all 
interested parties are invited. Annual dues of $12 
are payable in January.

Presentations

Members and guests are encouraged to bring in 
or send projects current and past, plans, model-
ing problems or maritime-related items of inter-
est for discussion, or inclusion in the monthly 
Ship’s Log. 

Next Meeting 
Tuesday, Nov. 28, 10:30 a.m.

MEETING TIME10:30 a.m.

Guy Hancock has essentially completed his rendition of  Captain John Smith’s shallop.
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Guy Hancock: “I showed the 
Capt. John Smith shallop in 
the glass case I’ve worked on 
for the past month.  As usu-
al, made many mistakes and 
would like a do-over.
	 The glass could have been 
hot glued into the wood frame 
making the case much stron-
ger. 
In the future, I need to do much 
more test cutting to get the 
saw settings exact. I didn’t want 
to throw out good pieces that 
had been cut slightly wrong. 
	 Finishing is still a challenge 
for me. I should have sanded a 
lot more before trying to paint 
and assembly. Painted with 
rattle can primer/finish coat.  
	 The model now has the 14 
oars, 2 pikes, hatchet, and wa-
ter cask, as well as the rigging 
coils and anchor. I’ll take Irwin’s 
suggestion about raising the 
base up a little to make it easier 
to lift. The 1/8” glass makes it 
surprisingly heavy and my fu-
ture cases will use acrylic now 
that I have the tools to cut it.   
	 I picked up a book from our 
library discards; The Building 
of the Susan Constant by Peter 
Specter and David Larkin. It 
is about the replica in James-
town, of the ship that carried 
the shallop across the Atlantic 
in pieces. It is brightly painted, 
my justification for painting the 
shallop.”

The Book: “In 1991, an all-new  
Susan Constant--an exact replica* 
of the ship which brought settlers 
to Jamestown. Here is the com-
plete story of the two-year adven-
ture in craftsmanship, culled from 
the recently published Wooden 
Ship, told in step-by-step fashion 
and illustrated with 70 color pho-
tographs. Originally published 
1992.  Authors: David Larkin & 
Peter H. Spectre.”
	 *Interesting claim. 
 	 Your Sec/Ed, up to his ample 
schnoz in research of a much 
more recent vessel, wonders... 
Her website says, “While no plans 
or renderings of the original 
Susan Constant, Godspeed and 
Discovery have ever been located, 
the re-creations are based on the 
documented tonnages of the 
17th-century ships, and Susan 
Constant’s design incorporates re-
search information that emerged 
after the first replicas (1957) were 
built.” 
	 Wow. Tonnage-based replicas! 
I’m no perfectionist, but I’d look 
for more than that to support the 
word, “exact.”
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Chuck LaFave has been granted 
the opportunity to clean up the 
very large Pirate Ship mentioned. 
It is fantastical. A separate Brig is 
included to sweeten the pot.
	  And, there is a horrifying mer-
maid that your Sec/Ed has been 
honored with re-arming, as  
a sub-contractor. 
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George Fehér brought a copy 
of the July 2019 issue of Fine 
Scale Modeler magazine and 
is part of their coverage of the 
Jaxcon show of that year, fea-
turing the ironclad USS Keokuk 
by Doug Hamilton. 
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Irwin Schuster (Sec/Ed): 
Following up on Lobster Boats 
shown at the previous two 
meetings, I displayed a 2003 
diorama I call, “Moby Lobster.” It 
features a couple New England 
lobstermen aghast at a giant, 
white lobster sounding nearby. 
	 I built the hull in MA be-
fore returning here, with the 
intention of showing it being 
crushed in a claw. When it 
came time to pinch the boat in 
a vise, I could not. So, I revised 
my plan to this one. An exper-
imental feature was the water 
surface. I made a plaster form 
with swells and covered it with 
crinkled aluminum foil, then 
made the water surface of 
Bondo. That was painted with 
artist’s acrylics. The lobster 
was supplied by Mom Nature. 
Boiled (tasty), boiled again, 
cleaned and probably sprayed 
with rattle-can. Finally natural-
ized with brushed gray. Water 
dripping is some clear, rubbery 
goop I had on hand. 
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Moving on, I spoke on the con-
tinuing saga of SS Mistletoe that 
was first packet to run between 
Tampa, the Cortez area and Sara-
sota. As told before, there is a lot 
of conflicting information to sort 
out. I have now been supplied 
with a couple missing pieces; 
location of the Tampa dock and 
fish-house, and the builder of the 
model in Bradenton. 
	 Last, I hope, is an image(s), I 
have been promised, of the ship 
as it was uncovered during dredg-
ing operations off Snead Island in 
1968, where her prop and shaft 
were salvaged. 
	 The presentation will run 
about 35 pages and will be in the 
same digital format as this news-
letter. That is how I will distribute 
it, “soon”. The concept proposal 
has been accepted by the NRJour-
nal, for a more compact version.
	 I want to credit Manatee Coun-
ty associates, Museum, Library 
and Historical Site staffs in par-
ticular, for yeoman labor, above 
and beyond! Willing and able! 
The subject has been reported 
before but, I don’t believe, in such 
a comprehensive way. It will go to 
all appropriate sites and parties.
	 One more bit: A couple years 
ago I worked with the Model 
Yacht Association on a scheme 
to develop a museum, building 
and sailing site. Scanning my new 
issue of WoodenBoat, there it was, 
to my surprise: an architectural 
proposal – rendering.

A proposal by the US Vintage Model Yacht Group
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Brad Murray: “While I was  
incising the pectoral fin and 
the whale’s eye I realized if I 
painted the whale black or 
dark gray those elements 
would be hard to see. So a 
white whale it will be. The 
spout of a real whale looks 
like a puff of white smoke. The 
whirly-whale will be getting a 
stylized spout of stainless steel 
wire. 
	 The first experiments were 
with strands unlaid from s.s. 
rigging wire. It was hard and 
difficult to bend so I may stick 
with straight wire.  
	 Weather vanes generally 
have things called directionals 
indicating the four points of 
the compass. This one will only 
have one pointing North and it 
will be a harpoon. 
	 An old weathered dowel, 
an 1/8” aluminum rod and 
a wood toggle barb. As our 
brother builder Steve McMurt-
ry finishes his epic scratch of 
the CWM, I present this project 
as the object of the exercise of 
the industry that predated our 
petroleum era.”
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Howard Howe: “Rest-
less, Grand Banks Model 
– Since the last presen-
tation, I have continued 
installing the 10, die-cut, 
1.5 mm planks with 1 x 1 
mm spacers on both sides 
of the hull using Zap 
Canopy Glue, Formula 
560. It is clear and fast 
drying with water clean-
up. Clamping the pieces 
is not practical, so lots of 
blue tape and holding 
until adhesive sets! 
	 This was followed by 
lots of sanding and filler 
to blend it all together.
The bowsprit and anchor 
holder were assembled 
and bonded in place. 
Then I installed the two 
1.5 x 6 mm wood planks 
over the keel. I bonded 
the bow end in place and 
then with alcohol soaking 
I was able to bend each 
piece to conform and 
bond to the hull. 
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At this point I had an alcohol 
drink myself!
	 When the outside humidity 
finally cooperated, I masked 
and primed the hull. 
Then I decided on a color 
scheme. Several of the Grand 
Banks that Captain Linda and I 
had delivered, had a dark blue 
exterior hull with red bottom 
paint, including one we deliv-
ered to Texas named Knotty 
Dog!*
	 The next assembly sequence 
is to prep and install the wood 
transom, decking, and gun-
wales followed by deck hard-
ware and the mast with a light. 	
	 The kit supplied mahogany, 
1 x 2 mm strips for decking and 
die cut pieces for the gunwales. 

Photos from Howard
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Photos from Howard

Images from Howard

*Article from Passagemaker, Fall 1999. 
Snead Island to Freeport, TX >> West 
Coast. Attached is a copy of our Boat Trips 
Log from 1998 that shows the details of 
Knotty Dog Delivery. This one required 
dealing with a Hurricane named George!”



Vic Lehner: “A few pictures 
of my Cutty Sark.” I boarded 
her years ago just before she 
was destroyed by fire and 
photographed her decks. 	
	 The ship was made from 
a kit, but I modified it using 
the photos I had taken from 
the original ship. I made the 
deck out of hard maple and 
used Swiss Pear the deck 
quarters and railings. 		
	 I added the sails making 
it interesting to rig.
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Photos from Vic



Ship’sLogTampaBayShipModelSociety12

Photos from Vic
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Roger Kibart: “I updated 
the members and showed 
my work in progress of my 
36-inch cruiser. The model 
is a compilation replica of 
a boat design by Devlin 
Designing Boatbuilders of 
Olympia Washington and 
the inclusion of my own 
design elements so that 
	 I could accommodate 
RC capabilities. The boat 
features classic designs 
elements which were rem-
iniscent of “Dreamboats” 
which were popular in the 
late 20’s and 30’s in the 
Pacific Northwest area and 
specifically the Lake Union 
area of Washington state.
The model is 1/16 scale, 36 
inches in length with an 
approx. 9-inch beam. 
	 I utilized a plank-on-
frame – plank-on-bulkhead 
construction, fiber-glassing 
the hull for added strength 
and durability. 
	 I told of several con-
struction problems 
incurred but which I 
overcame in finishing and 
painting the hull – most 
of which were related to 
high Florida temperatures 
and humidity during the 
summer. 
	 I thanked Club member 
Howard Howe for his 
advice and encouragement 
in this current and past 
builds.”
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Johnny Johnson: “My inter-
est in boats is RC controlled, 
scratch-built models of a vari-
ety of types.  I currently have 
5, a model of the C2 freighter 
American Scout, modified to 
look like the USS Wrangell 
(AE-12), an ammunition ship  
I was on for 4 years in the 
Navy (‘64-’68). The others are  
paddle wheel river boats. 	
	 One, the  Logsdon, still 
exists and is at the Maritime 
Museum in Dubuque, Iowa, 
a French barge, and a ferry 
boat that is used in Nova Sco-
tia. All are about 3 feet long 
and of various scales.  
	 I’ll plan to bring one for 
Show-and-Tell on Nov. 28.”

Photo from Johnny
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Skipper Steve Sobieralski: 
 “I brought in a model of the F-35B 
Lightning II fighter and attack 
plane that I recently completed.  
	 The F-35B is flown by the US 
Marines and is one of three main 
variants of this aircraft.  The F-35A 
is the “conventional” version flown 
by the US Air Force and is, or will 
be, flown by most other NATO 
countries and US allies.  The F-35C 
is the US Navy version, specifically 
configured to operate off of large 
aircraft carriers.  			 
	 The F-35B, in addition to being 
a supersonic, stealth 5th gener-
ation aircraft, is the only version 
configured to be able to land and 
take off vertically and operates 
from US navy assault ships as well 
as British and Italian small aircraft 
carriers.  It thus qualifies as a “na-
val weapon” and may, by my rules 
anyway, be displayed at a ship 
model club meeting.
	 The F-35B accomplishes 
vertical flight by means of its jet 
engine, which has a rotating tail 
cone that can be directed straight 
down at the rear, and a powerful 
downward-directed fan behind 
the cockpit, which is driven by a 
shaft from the front of the engine.  	
	 The model is 1/32 scale, built 
from a kit by Trumpeter, and shows 
the aircraft configured in the ver-
tical take off/landing mode, with 
the large fan hatch and auxiliary 
air intake behind it open and the 
jet nozzle pointed downward.”
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Nautical Research Guild News: Dues will increase from $55 to $65 on 12/31/2023.
Renew or join for up to two years at $55.

 Annual membership includes our world-renowned quarterly magazine, the
Nautical Research Journal, which features photographs and articles on ship model 
building, naval architecture, merchant and naval ship construction, maritime trade, 
nautical and maritime history, nautical archaeology and maritime art.
 Other bene�ts include Virtual Workshops, ship modeling seminars, NRG products 
and juried model competitions, which are o�ered exclusively to Guild members. 
We hope you will  consider joining our ongoing celebration of model ships and 
maritime history.

Lunch counter at the  Lunch counter at the  
Museum of the American Museum of the American 
Arts and Crafts Movement.Arts and Crafts Movement.

Lunch counter at the  
Museum of the American  
Arts and Crafts Movement.

City of St. Petersburg is a roll-on/roll-off, pure car 
carrier cargo ship made for Nissan Motor Com-
pany Ltd, designed with a sleek semi-spherical 
prow to reduce wind resistance, thus saving 800 
tons of fuel annually. 459’ (Wikipedia)


