President Steve Sobieralski

' 2906 W. Bay Villa Ave. Tampa, FL 33611
'ssobier@verizon.net

Treasurer George Hecht
408 Kerry Dr. Clearwater, FL 33765
ghecht1@tampabay.rr.com

Secty/Newsletter Editor Irwin Schuster
8503 Portage Ave. Tampa, FL 33647-1707
813 866-1442 irwin.schuster@verizon.net

Webmaster Phillip Schuster. Contact Sec/Ed.

Meetings
are held at 10:30 a.m. on the fourth Tuesday of
each month except December (none).

Location

is the lower level of Trinity Lutheran Church,
411-5th St. N,, St. Petersburg. From |-275, Exit at
I-375 East to second exit (4th Ave. N.). Proceed to
traffic light at 5th St. N., turning left. Church is
on right. Parking is to the left of the church.

Objectives

This Society is an organization of model builders,
historians and artists who encourage the con-
struction of nautical models, creation of marine
art, and research in maritime history, at every
level of expertise, through the exchange of ideas
and presentations.

Membership

There is no charge to attend meetings, and all
interested parties are invited. Annual dues of $12
are payable in January.

Members and guests are encouraged to bring in
or send projects current and past, plans, model-
ing problems or maritime-related items of inter-
est for discussion, or inclusion in the monthly
Ship’s Log.

( Next Meeting

Tuesday, May 28, 10:30 a.m.

TampaBayShipModelSociety

Meeting of April 23, 2024 TampaBayShipModelSociety.org

This regular meeting was called to order by President Steve Sobieralski. Purser George Hecht reported on the
contents of the treasure chest and its new location as the Pinellas Federal Credit Union.

Charlie Gravalesse rose, again, to speak on our lunch spot. A motion was made and passed, that we revert to
the Hollander Taproom. And thus, Democracy ruled, the momentous decision made, and the world is once again at
peace (if you ignore the news).

Skipper Sobieralski reported on a recent trip to Baltimore and the USS Constellation. Howard Howe rose to
comment on the status of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, and his own experience with that ship.

Phil Stager brought a box of fine model-making wood from the collection of past member, Jack Kitzerow.

Model life of Erik A. R. Ronnberg, Jr.: | see Erik has retired from the Cape Ann (Massachusetts) Museum, so
assume he is retiring altogether. Age 80. Kinda young for that. Makes me realize that guys with high standards have
to quit sooner than those such asi. See further along >>

A couple of the club treasures are from the legacy left by early member, Jack Kitzerow, long passed.
Jack was a go-to expert on model woods as well as a talented modeler himself. It is likely that only
Skipper Sobieralski and Phil Stager, of current membership, knew him. Jack harvested local
wood species, experimented with and evaluated them, writing for the Nautical Research Journal.
Deep in our club library are a number of panels with dozens of labeled samples.

Phil brought in this, the remains of Jack’s stash, for distribution.

Phil, not Jack >>>>>>>>>
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Captain Howard Howe: Barbara-Lee
Paddle Boat - “I got a good start
using the Chaperon Kit hull parts for
the Barbara-Lee hull. It was necessary
to remove 8" from the keel length and
eliminate some of the bulkheads for
the correct scale. | used a flat board
with “L" brackets to hold the keel

in place while gluing in bulkheads.
The planking required a fixture with
nail pattern to form the necessary
curves after the wood strips were
soaked in alcohol. | did two at a time
and installed one on each side of the
hull after drying. The kit instructions
offered some good guidance.

After lots of sanding to smooth
the planking, | applied a MopeL LiTe
Lightweight filler and more sanding
for a smooth finish. Now | am at a
decision point for RC model or display
model? With the shallow draft hull,
size and weight, | think she is going to
be a display model!

George Hecht brought meina
motor bracket and drive mechanism
that | can use. | can purchase a geared
motor to drive a single paddle wheel for
a home operational display with lights
using a timer and AC/DC converter. Upper four photos from Howard
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Three of us made a trip
recently to Sanford, Fl on Lake
Monroe and did a 3-hour lun-
cheon cruise on the St Johns
Rivership Co. paddle boat Barba-
ra-Lee. It was an enjoyable trip up
into the St Johns River, very good
luncheon, service, and entertain-
ment.

The owner Michelle Wyatt
was not available, but | talked to
Scoti Lucas the cruise director
and let her know | was working
on a model of the boat. She gave
me her card and said to ask her
any questions and if she didn't
know, she would get me the
answers.

We got lots of pictures and mea-
surement that | need for detail.

| asked the captain if | could run
the boat. He said “Yes, go sit by
the wheel!” So, I did! LOL
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| Photos from Howard
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Chuck LaFave returned a restored,
updated pond yacht made by the
father of a local woman. Draw your
own conclusions as to the builder’s
aims. He has recently passed at the
age of 101, so we will never know,
for sure. In any case, the hull, deck
and cabin were riddled with ter-
mite holes which we (Sec/Ed) both
attacked with chemistry. Chuck
removed all hardware, replaced the
deck, designed and made a new
cabin, sealing this one on.

He pointed out that he is not a
scratch builder, so this was a new
experience for him. He also moved
the prop and rudder to a more
appropriate location after stripping
and refinishing the hull.

We know it was, at least original-
ly, intended to be a pond sailer, as it
has a weighted keel and a movable
rudder. Free-sailer, not R/C; but, it
had no boom or jib control as we
gotit. | have detailed a new rig and
will make the spars and such, while
the talented owner will stitch the
sails. She is a retired academic, now
a miniaturist, specializing in archi-
tecturally period-accurate, creche
dioramas.
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At right is the plan
for spars and rigging
suitable for the
period.

Photos from Chuck
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To the general public, Chuck generates BEFORE AFTER
more good PR for the club, than all of

the rest of us, put together. Through-
out the year, he repairs and restores
maritime models of every stripe.

The woes come to your Sec/Ed
via the website and its manager, on a
regular basis. A “distressed ship” can
include toys, pond yachts and sculpted
canoes, to elaborately rigged sailing
ships and modern steel naval vessels,
along with yachts, freighters, ferries,
liners, tugs, runabouts, schooners,
clippers, subs, industrial fishing boats,
paddle-wheelers and many more in
the panoply of types.

Job #1 is to pry photos and infor-
mation; model age, size, encasement,
kit or scratch, solid or built-up, location
— for evaluation. Others who used to
seek this work have largely disap-
peared, and we are very fortunate to
have a go-to guy!

This week,Chuck sent a production
Titanic out of California, that was dam-
aged in shipment.

“Before” photos from the owner.
“After” photos from Chuck.
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Charlie Gravalesse: “Having just completed
carving the figurehead for Confederacy, | felt the
need to share my experience with those who
would understand and appreciate the work. Since |
am not a sculptor, this was indeed a challenge and
learning experience. It took several tries, and many,
many hours. The strategy was to work in small
time increments, resting my brain between work
sessions. | found that working in short intervals
allowed me to reset.

Work began with a solid block of boxwood
about 1”x 1"x 2" with no visible defects and
perfectly squared. | began by drawing several sets
of reference lines completely around the stock
both horizontally and vertically and then rubber
cemented a drawn paper image of the figure onto
three sides of the stock, front, left, and right. The
images were aligned on each of three sides to cor-
respond with the reference lines previously drawn.

The first cuts were made using a scroll saw.
Two cuts were made, each continually around the
outline of the figure, one for the front view and
one for the side view. These cuts were made to
create a rough outline of the figure and were kept
about 1/16* outside the figure outline. After mak-
ing the first cut for the front view, the scrap piece
was glued back in place aligned with the reference
lines using tiny dots of yellow glue to restore the
block to its original rectangular form. Then after
making the second cut for the side view, the block
pieces were all separated to yield a very rough
shape of the figurehead that | refer to as a plug. It's
important during this initial cutting stage to keep
the paper images attached in place and aligned
with the drawn reference lines.

The real work can now begin. For most of the
carving | used a rotary carving machine with a
variety of cutting burs. The carving process was at
times very intense, requiring short work sessions
with frequent breaks, sometimes very long breaks.
The real challenge is to not remove too much
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material for any particular area. Sort of like
landing the space shuttle, you get one shot.
As | got closer and closer to the finished
shape, | had to live with the knowledge that
any one cut that resulted in removing too
much material could mean starting over
from scratch. Fortunately, this only hap-
pened once. While | did make other small
mistakes, they were recoverable.

Mentally, one of the most difficult tasks
is deciding when it's “done”. Toward the end
of the carving process, | found myself tinker-
ing and tinkering with the fine details. Every
time | sat down to look at the figure after
an overnight break, | couldn’t stop finding
areas | thought needed another little touch
up here and there. | finally had to force
myself to call it done. | then gave it a couple
of light coats of sanding sealer followed by
some very gentle rubbing with 4/0 steel
wool, and cemented it to the bow head-tim-
ber — DONE! Now | can proceed to install the
bowsprit and finish the remaining head area e
details, railings, etc. This all sounds like a lot I A=
of work and in fact it is. Its time consuming ‘_f
and tedious but the final result makes it ."
worth the effort. The final point is, the skills ¥ ?‘
needed can be learned. It just takes a desire e

. &
to do so and tenacity.

The rotary carving machine l used is the
Ram BP50. The rotary cutting burs are Ger-
man made by a company named BuscH and
were obtained from ConTenTi JEWELRY supply
in Providence Rhode Island.

| also used some edged micro hand
carving tools made by Dockvarp. These are
no longer in production but can still be ob-
tained on EBay. | actually modified some of
these to produce even smaller micro cutting
edges.

So good luck, and as always, | am avail-
able for consultation”’

A
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Guy Hancock: “I planked the topside
of the Colonial Schooner Sultana, and
tested the stain on it. Not happy that
the sides don't match because the
wood is slightly different. | hollowed
out space for the ladder going below
and made the ladder using directions
in the practicum.

The magnet board was helpful
in gluing the pieces together. It was
too wide so | sanded on both sides
and managed to get it to fit. | have to
remove it to paint the hollowed-out
area and will probably make another
attempt on the ladder.

The cast metal quarter badges and
figurehead were as good or better
than I might make out of clay, so will
use them. Templates of the transom
pieces were glued to 1/32" ply, win-
dow openings cut out, then | traced
them onto cardboard. Glued window
frames to the card stock and made
the cross pieces with half lap joints,
then fitted them into the windows
and quarter badges. By painting the
transom part with the windows, |
can use filler if necessary, to fill gaps
around the window frames. A medi-
um blue will contrast with the natural
wood, white frames, and black trim.”
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Irwin Schuster (Sec/
Ed): | told of woes
making and finding
1/96 lifeboats for the
current SS Mascotte
redux. My attempts
at molding hulls with
the same silicon mold,
and the same brand &
model epoxy casting
fluid | used in 2017,
were not successful. | tried using my original
pattern to make new molds of other materials,
that also did not produce acceptable items. Next,
| went online to HArBor MobpELs, and bought three
injection-molded hulls that turned out to be of
poor design and detail, at $10, each, delivered.
My #1 son has recently joined Tampa Hacker-
space, and is working with my files to laser-cut
1/32"lifts, and also, use digital, 3D milling of
HDPU Sign Foam. One or the other will (hopeful-
ly) do the job (the lifts worked).

As | am writing this, | have been notified that
| have a reprieve on the deadline (dreadline®). |
plan to deliver ASAP, just to get the beast out of
my way.

*| want credit for this word creation. Please
send 5¢ for each use. 4¢ with friends and family
discount.

| used good-old-fashioned dividers to space
the life-rope mounting eyes awaiting installation.

| displayed a jig for making a rail cap for the
main deck. It consisted of a profile of the inner
shape of some scrap fiberboard, mounted on
scrap plywood, surrounded by random 4" holes.
Also, wedges cut freestyle. These, with dowels,
serve to pressure a pair of 3/32" square strips
together to form the cap. A tight curve at the
fantail required kerfing, done by eye on my Preac
saw. Laminating two strips had the benefit of
defining the centerline which is drilled to mount
the railings.




n Ship’sLogTampaBayShipModelSociety|?2

Bob Johnson:“My family moved to the West
Palm Beach area (from Connecticut) in 1957
and bought a home on a canal in a new de-
velopment called North Palm Beach. | was 15
years old and wanted a sailboat, so | bought
plans for a 12’ catboat from Rudder Magazine
and proceeded to build it in our carport. The
deal was | had to pay for the materials, which
| (mostly) did. Because of a low bridge be-
tween our home and Lake Worth | changed
the rig design to a sloop with a bowsprit and
hinged mast so that | could lower it to clear
the bridge.

| had never sailed anything (my Dad had
a power boat), so | had a lot of adventures
getting the hang of what to do, and, more im-
portantly, what not to do. My brother helped
a lot with the final stages of the construction
process plus he had gained some sailing expe-
rience in his time in the Army so that helped
a lot, plus my parents were very supportive of
my project.
(My Mom made the sails).

| eventually changed the rig to a catboat
(as the boat was originally designed) and
moved it to a cove on Lake Worth where a
few other sailboats were moored (including
my brother’s Olympic Class boat). After many
years, this area is now a large marina with
floating docks).

One day when | was sailing, | pulled up to
a beach on the causeway over to the beach.
Shortly after, a gent with a Comet class sloop
pulled up alongside. We admired each other’s
boat and in short order shook hands, swapped
boats and sailed away. | spent a lot of time
restoring the Comet (which was not in great
shape), but it looked like new when | finished
and | enjoyed it for several years before | sold it
when | left home for college (to a High School
teacher of mine and her husband, plus anoth-
er couple who shared the boat).

Left photo from Bob




P Ship’sLogTampaBayShipModelSociety |3

Great memories of both boats and | learned a lot
about sailing and construction in the process, which
certainly contributed to my later career in design
and manufacturing of cruising sailboats, but that’s
another long story!”

[The 3¢ stamp verifies the antiquity of the proj-
ect. And, for a MAGAZINE!]




Skipper Steve Sobieralski:
USS Maryland -"1 brought in
my in-progress 1/200 scale
model of the battleship USS
Maryland. Since her last visit
to the club back in November
I had completed clean-up
and finishing work and paint-
ing of the hull.

The hull is built from 3D
printed parts above the water
line and scratch-built below.

I had also gotten a start on
planking the main deck using
individual 1/32"x1/32"x1”
planks adhered to the sheet
plastic sub-deck using Faller
Expert, a German plastic ce-
ment. Planking the deck is a
time consuming process, but,
in my opinion, the results in
this large scale are well worth
the time and effort.

The completed model will
be a multi-media product
utilizing scratch built, 3D

printed, plastic kit parts and
photo-etched components.”
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Erik Ronnberg, Jr., model ship builder

& story of master craftsmanship and dedication

AMY BLLEM

'I KOV 20, 262

Picture a majestic, two-masted schooner. Count the five dories stacked like bowls on
the wooden deck. Admire the rigging pufled taut against their blocks. Appreciate how
the full complement of eight sails are filled by a strong breeze. Note the many crew
members carrying out their duties and details such as the four-strand left-hand
turned anchaor cable and lucky horseshoe attached to the windlass. Now, install this
vision inside a glass case measuring about 5.5 long and 5° high. There you have it: a
beautiful model of the American Fishing Schooner Elsie, constructed by the master —
Erik Ronnberg, Jr.

Erik is a second-generation model ship builder, following in the footsteps of his father
and his role “model” Erik senior, who had a workshop in Rockport, MA. Like his dad,
the younger Erik dedicated himself to building ship models and has excelled at it. He
has samples in the Smithsonian Institution, the Mystic Seaport Museum, many private
collections, and the Cape Ann Museumn, where he served as maritime curator until his

recent retirement.

The Elsie typifies Erik's work. There is an obsessive focus, in a good way, with getting
the details correct, which means he knows his modelmaking craft and the crafts he is
modeling. His attention to detail at 1/32" and similar scale means that his models

etand 1 ta claca ernting he nannla wha baaae thair chine Manetane lnnlk lilka thoaas

For the whole story, visit PalateandPalette.substack.com/ronnberg (tricky spelling).

[Sec/Ed] In the early 90’s, when | took up maritime modeling as an adult, and joined
the USS Constitution Ship Model Guild, Erik was an active member, and past Editor
of the Nautical Research Journal.

As | learned there was a serious side to the game, he was inspirational in my
efforts. | had bought a kit of 1885 America’s Cup Puritan and in building it, realized it
was “CARP’

MA, RI, CT are super places to research (IN THE FILES), and so | did, and eventually
produced what | still believe is a superior rendition of the boat. Where | could find no
specifics on deck hardware, Erik opened his files and advised, with high probability.

Good guy!
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I'm going to guess that you did not realize you owned this sanding fixture. X-Acto Ain't this set-up to die for? I'd be sure it had a vacuum port for dust collection, and
may not even be aware of the application they could list as a feature. Coupled with find a closer spot for my brushes. The work surface would have to be articulated
the multi-grit, disposable abrasive stave borrowed from the lady of the house, or from 0 to 90°, as well, and labels on the 28 cubby-drawers. How about if those end

purchased at a local $1.25 + Tx store in bulk, it makes a fine, “End-Squarer.” pull-outs held sheet and strip materials?
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A re-repeat for newer members, because it is s00000 true!

THE NAUTICAL RESEARCH GUILD

EADVAMCING SHIP MODELING THROUGH RESEARCH™

Annual membership includes our world-renowned quarterly magazine, the
Nautical Research Journal, which features photographs and articles on ship model
building, naval architecture, merchant and naval ship construction, maritime trade,
nautical and maritime history, nautical archaeology and maritime art.

Other benefits include Virtual Workshops, ship modeling seminars, NRG products
and juried model competitions, which are offered exclusively to Guild members. .
We hope you will consider joining our ongoing celebration of model ships and
maritime history.

~JOIN

For mare information contact us at: www thenrg.org or telephone 585-968-81 1 |




