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Meetings
are held at 10:30 a.m. on the fourth Tuesday of
each month except December (none).

Location

is the lower level of Trinity Lutheran Church,
411-5th St. N,, St. Petersburg. From |-275, Exit at
I-375 East to second exit (4th Ave. N.). Proceed to
traffic light at 5th St. N., turning left. Church is
on right. Parking is to the left of the church.

Objectives

This Society is an organization of model builders,
historians and artists who encourage the con-
struction of nautical models, creation of marine
art, and research in maritime history, at every
level of expertise, through the exchange of ideas
and presentations.

Membership

There is no charge to attend meetings, and all
interested parties are invited. Annual dues of $12
are payable in January.

Members and guests are encouraged to bring in
or send projects current and past, plans, model-
ing problems or maritime-related items of inter-
est for discussion, or inclusion in the monthly
Ship’s Log.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, June 25, 10:30 a.m.

TampaBayShipModelSociety

Meeting of May 28, 2024 TampaBayShipModelSociety.org

This regular meeting was called to order by President Steve Sobieralski, who had to speak to quiet some stamp
club folks at the rear of the room, explaining that our society pays rent on the room and is entitled to use it without
interruption. That was the excitement. We outnumbered them.

Chuck LaFave brought a box of compartmented, plastic boxes for parts storage, for the taking, and reported on
a few restorations.

Ed Brut told of a recent IPMS show in Titusville, and sent material to be seen further along in this issue.

The society is not burdened by a lot of weighty issues, and so, after a little chatting, moved on to Show & Tell.
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This space is usually reserved for completed projects, and so, your Sec/Ed
lays claim to it occasionally. The above, a 1/96 rendition of Henry B. Plant’s,
1886, 207’ Screw Steamer Mascotte, was delivered to the Plant Museum in
Tampa, earlier this month. The ship is a near duplicate of a model complet-
ed in 2018, and is scheduled to go on permanent exhibit around Septem-
ber. Itis here being accepted by Curator, Susan Carter.
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Irwin Schuster (Sec/Ed): | announced
and showed photos of, but did not
bring, Henry B. Plant’s first local steam-
ship, S.S. (Screw Steamer) Mascotte,
version 2.0h!, at 1/96. The first was built
in 2016-18 and was installed in The
Belleview Inn in Belleair. Here, | credit
Phil Stager’s finding of a continuous
tone post card with info on all above
the main deck! Guaranteed that these
models are the most accurate ever
produced, of Mascotte.

In February, the U. of Tampa / HB
Plant Museum asked for a dupe for per-
manent display and | consented to an
end of May deadline. These are scratch
builds, with only fasteners, wire, chain
and rigging line purchased.

As told before, | had trouble du-
plicating some parts | had previously
molded, so took other roads. | fabricat-
ed a set of ventilators and tried a variety
of lifeboats fabrication techniques,
settling on lifts, laser-cut by my #1 son,
at Tampa Hackerspace. These simulate
lapped strakes for interest. Many other
small parts were laser-cut from my
drawings, so readily duplicated from my
existing files.

Laser-cut lifts of 1/32" stock,
with aligning holes. There

is one lift too many. At right
end is the centerplate which
forms the stem, keel and
rudder. An identical stack
forms the opposite side.
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The curator and | agreed that a
laser-engraved nameplate

was adequate, and it, too, was
fabricated by same son, at same
place, from my supplied digital
files. These utilize a brass on black
plastic, “duplex” material that fin-
ishes as black-filled text and rules.

The flags and all identification
and nameplates are desk-top la-
ser-printed. The flags are applied
to soda can AL with Mod-Podge,
and formed as waving. | de-
scribed the half-model rigging as
being threaded through drilled
holes in the mounting panel.

The drilling of those holes
in the %" mahogany plate was
facilitated by a model-size driver
modified to drill by the addition
of a mini chuck. As a driver, it is
slow-rotating, but as fast as a pin-
vise, and as a driver, geared to
high torque, so you can lean on
it and penetrate rapidly. Bear in
mind we are talking about 0.020
to 0.040" dia. bits.

This GeneraL brand driver is
about $21, but online, there are
a variety of similar options with
more bits and charging options.

Moving on. | showed a
Danforth anchor for the sloop
yacht, Emilia of Nisida, which had
been re-constructed by Chuck
LaFave. The model has been
returned to me to spar, rig and
finish. Captain Howe advised
on the proper Danforth rigging.
He is backed up by Saltwater
Sportsman, which provided this
illustration.

The working backside on purpose-built easel-jig.
You must never reveal this image to anyone !
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Chuck LaFave just picked up a
new repair commission, in Orange
County. This is an artistic represen-
tation of the well-known fish-
ing-racing schooner, Bluenose.

All of us will readily recognize
the crudity, but the model has
an emotional connection for its
owner. The model is one of an
unknown number of sisters cre-
ated by a Canadian gent named
Eugene Leclerc (d. 1963), and has
become a collectible.

The Leclerc family operation
produced ship model kits, but
this is not likely representative of
those. See below, that the family
may still be producing nautical
artifacts.

Some sister ships had carved
wooden “sales,’ (sic.).

Photos from owner

Dominique Lapointe  Posted May 31, 2023 T

Good luck!

Members

4+ Quote

Eugene Leclerc’s grandson is still in the business in Saint-Jean-Port-Joli, Quebec, Your model is an authentic Eugene built around 1940-50, not from
a kit. Only Eugene and his son Honoré made wooden sails until the 70'. They are rare and the most beautiful, | restore old Leclerc ships and yours
is in very good condition. It seems only need sail rope reconstruction (in white). Mostlyl!! Don't paint anything!! it will lost his great historic value,

milybor and Don Minn ['_.4]' 1 0 '
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Captain Howard Howe: “After
finishing and painting the hull for
my Barbara-Lee Paddle Boat model,
| fabricated a base from teak with
rubber feet (next page) to make
her a shelf model with plans for
lights and rotating paddle wheel
on a timer. | modified the length of
the kit supplied deck, painted and
installed after providing access to
secure the teak base.

Using the four wheel part sets
from the Chaperon model kit, |
created a pair of paddle wheels
and offset them on the axle so they
would appear as two individual
wheels instead of one larger wheel.
Alignment, adding spacers, gluing,
painting and installing the boards
was a task.

The next challenge was to
measure and shorten the shaft, and
install the pillow blocks that the
shaft turns in and bond the pillow
blocks to the wheel support arms.
Then | created the crank arms with
some spare rudder control arms.
These | carefully bonded to the end
of the shaft at 90-degree setting to
match the drive mechanism.
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Next, | created the pitman
arms that connect to the drive
linkage. After much tweaking
to ensure a proper gear drive, |
installed the gear drive motor
and checked the operation
using a 3-volt supply. Yea, the
wheel turns!

Michelle Wyatt, the new
owner of the Barbara-Lee
Sternwheeler boat in Sanford,
responded to my email ques-
tions and provided me with 35
pages 8.5"x 11" of the original
build drawings by DeJong &
Lebet, Incin Jacksonville, Fl, in
1986. The boat was originally
designed with twin diesels and
twin paddle-wheels.

Further research brought
up some interesting history
operation information. The boat
was built in 1986 by PaTTi MARINE
EnTerprises in Pensacola, FL, to
provide dinner cruise service in
Clearwater, and adjacent areas.
She was named Starlite Princess.
She operated out of the Tampa
Convention Center, and in Day-
tona on the Halifax River close
to where | grew up.

Then in 2012, she moved to
the St. John's Rivership com-
pany for upgrades and name
change to Barbara Lee! Then last
year, Michelle Wyatt became
the new owner and made
upgrades. So, now it is time to
move on to the pretty work
which will all be scratch built!
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Photos from Howard
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Guy Hancock: “ | showed small prog-
ress on the Sultana, including scor-
ing plank butts on the topsides and
re-staining it. | added the stem, keel,
and stern post. When | drove in some
brass pins to hold the stem, keel, and
stern it caused them to bow or bend.

| guess the pine block of the hull is
hard enough to divert the pins.
| fixed it by drilling pilot holes
through both parts before gluing and
pinning. | built the binnacle from
small parts and painted it. | made a
compass from brass tube and printed
a compass card which is covered with
a piece of plastic.

| did some more painting on the
figurehead. In pre-drilling for the
bowsprit | made an error. Luckily, the
stem covers most of it and | patched
one plank. The transom has had sev-
eral thin coats of paint and I'm trying
to decide whether to finish it on the
model or on a jig that will hold it to
the right curve for the second layer to
be fitted”
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Guy continues:“On cases, | saw
this on a FaceBook post. It was
built by Rafa Morales; Ships of
the Pharaohs."

[Note that the cased model
is atop a book, so the scale is not
what most of us deal with.]

B T

L R |

O SHRSOF
THE PHARAOHS

Above photo from Guy
Photo at left courtesy of the www
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Doug Hamilton: “A couple of months
ago while speaking about a small-scale
Ironclad | displayed at the meeting
Guy Hancock asked about making
water. | said I'd make a presentation

at a future meeting, and this is what

| talked about. | spoke of two meth-
ods that | use and offer that there are
many other techniques to simulate
water. These are just two of many!!
Check YouTube and other places on
the internet for videos that talk about
other methods and techniques. During
my talk | showed several products that
are helpful in creating the water effect.
The list of those materials is at the end
of this review.

Nothing enhances the appearance
of a model ship quite like placing it in
its own element, water. There are many
ways to simulate a water diorama
scene. | will discuss two of those meth-
ods and show examples of each. There
are several considerations that must
be made when deciding to show your
model either at anchor of underway.
The first consideration is where in the
world is the ship going to be depicted.

Is the model going to be shown as a
Blue Water Ocean going craft, or may-
be a river Monitor in Viet Nam's Brown
Water Naval operations in those mud-
dy rivers. Where the model operated is
the first step in planning the project.

The next thing | look at are local
weather conditions. Is your model
going to be shown on a nice calm
pond for that canoe you're building
orisita WW Il era Destroyer trying
to make headway in a stormy North
Atlantic Sea with big waves breaking
over the bow, struggling to climb that
wave. The weather affects the color of
the water and how the ship is moving
through it. One thing | noticed in over
30 years of operating marinas is that
turbidity affects water color. Water
which has a heavier soil content has a
very different color than water with no
sediments suspended in it.

Next point to consider is what
the ship itself doing in the scene. Is
anchored or moving? A sailing ship
should have its sails out and correctly
positioned if it's moving. A Paddle
Wheeler should show motion through
the bow wave and turbulence around
the wheel. A modern cruise ship or
military ship may have all the hatches
closed, especially if shown in a combat
situation of during stormy times.
And finally, we look at how and if the
crew complement will be visible. A
sailing ship underway with no crew
figures looks odd without a crew, sort
of like the Flying Dutchman!! Modern
ships may or may not have visible crew
members. Again, kit depends on some
of the choices we've made during other

steps in the pre-planning stages.

Some models are manufactured
with a full hull, which will have to be
cut down and structurally reinforced at
the waterline so as to securely attach
the model to its base. Other models
are made in what'’s called “Waterline”
which means only that nothing below
the waterline is depicted with the
model and is easy to display in a water
diorama setting. It's up to the builder
to decide how they would like their
model and its setting to look like upon
completion and these things are all
best developed during the pre-plan-
ning stage of the build.

| absolutely love a book called Wa-
terline Dioramas, written by my good
friend Justin E. Camarata. This book
covers these topics and more in much
greater detail than | can here and
should be considered a“must have”
library addition in the realm of scale
ship modeling. I highly recommend it.
Now to the fun part, making water!!
The first method is great for small scale
dioramas. It utilizes two products from
WoobLAND Scenics. The first is known
as Realistic Water. | use it for making
puddles, and adding water to buckets
and barrels. It seeks it's own level and
therefore is self-leveling as long as
it isn't moved during the drying and
when cured will have a slick, smooth
surface. The second is used after the
water is poured and has dried thor-
oughly cured. It's called Water Effects
and is used to replicate general wave
action. bow waves, churning water at
the stern and a host of other effects.

| like this method when | build the

1/600 Ironclad kit from THorRoUGHBRED
Miniatures and other small-scale mod-
els. | begin by choosing an appropri-
ately sized piece of wood to serve as
the overall base. | then hog out the
center of the wood blank with my
Dremel tool mounted in a DremeL Drill
Press with a small diameter milling bit.
The wood base is usually about 3/8”
thick and I'll go to about %" deep for
the cavity, being careful not to break
through the bottom. | rough out the
shape, leaving a small island in the
center of the hogged-out area. This is
critical to support the model in the wa-
ter and not allow it to sink below the
waves!! When the excavated section
looks about right, | use sharp chisels
and X-acto knives to square it all up.
I'll paint it with colors to suggest deep
water or the bottom depending on
setting.

When this is dry, I'll make the initial
pour of the Realistic Water, keeping
the pours to a depth about 1/16 inch.
I try and fill the cavity in two pours,
but don’t worry about being exact as
a third pour can be accomplished if
needed, at this point the model is se-
cured to the center island with epoxy
and the water level is touched up to
insure it contacts the hull. The water
will be smooth as glass at this stage.

I'll wait a day or so to ensure
everything is fully dry and cured. The
next part is one part scientific, one
part artistic and one alchemy!! Using
the water effects product and a brush
| add waves, the bow wake, churning
water along the hull and any churning
caused by the vessels motion through
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the water. Don't forget to add second-
ary and tertiary bow waves where they
would still be formed. This is needed
no matter what method that’s used, so
look at photos of actual vessels tran-
siting to get it right!! The final detail is
to use acrylic white paint to add white
water to the waves and churning
water areas to make the effect stand
out. Some Future or similar product
is added last to mimic water and wet
places on the ship and touch up any
areas of the water that may show flat
sheen, water is glossy!! To illustrate the
technique, | brought my 1/600 scale
TrouGHroBReD Miniatures CSS Charles-
ton as a representative sample of this
method. It was presented at a previous
meeting.

The second method | covered
was the use of Artist gel to create the
water. This works great for larger scale
ships and is a bit less labor intensive.
First select a piece of wood for the
base and finish it with a sealer. I'll place
the model on the base to determine
its position on the finished base. I'll
then draw the area that will be water
covered in grease pencil to outline
the shape | want for the water. | like
an irregular shaped edge, but that'’s a
decision the builder must make!!

| use an artist pallet knife and old
paint brush to apply and spread the
Gel Medium being careful to keep in
within the outline | had made previ-
ously. If straight edges are being used
masking tape can be used to create
the boarder before applying the gel.
It's essential that the edge of the tape
be cut with an X-acto knife to ensure a

clean edge when removing the tape.
I'll add extra gel to the area where the
model is to be placed, before putting
the model in place. I'll squish it into the
gel to make sure it's securely held to
the base. Then I'll use the pallet knife
to sculpt waves, three bow wakes and
propulsion eddies at the stern before
the gel sets up.

After the gel cures comes time to
add color. | use acrylic paints for color
because it covers the gel well. l use a
mix of Ultramarine Blue (Red Shade)
and Phthalocyanine Green (Blue
Shade) from Liquitex as my go to shades
for deep blue water. | don’t mix the
colors thoroughly to allow for hue vari-
ations as | paint. Different colors are
used to replicate other water environ-

ments such as we'd see in rivers, lakes
or ponds. I'm very careful not to get
any water color on the vessel or the
wood base. As its acrylic paint it can be
removed from anyplace it shouldn't be
with a brush and water. To complete
the painting, I'll use white to highlight
the waves, bow waves and any place
where it's appropriate. As the final step
in this process, | cover the entire water
surface with Future or similar product
to impart the wet water sheen and
add some to mimic any wet places
on the hull. This completes the water
making process and we have a model
in water!! To illustrate this technique,
| offered the USS Keokuk underway in
blue water

| also brought two unbuilt 1/600

scale THorouGHBRED MINIATURES Kits
because | had been asked to show
what they look like before being built.
They're cast white metal and contain

a low parts count. For display | offered
the CSS Alabama, which has more
parts than most of the kits in the line.

| also displayed the USS Keokuk as an
example of scale and detail differences
in kits of the same subject but from
different manufactures, as seen in the
1/200 scale kit and the 1/600 scale kit.
I've also added here pictures of the
USS Juneau in 1/350 scale | built for a
client a number of years ago. He was
married to the daughter of a survivor.
The family lost two of four brothers in
the sinking and subsequent recovery
of survivors, which also saw the loss of
the five Sullivan brothers. A VFW post
located in Bridgeport CT is named for
one of the lost brothers, and the ship
model is on loan at that VFW post to
commemorate the sinking and the loss
of two brothers. It was the one of the
first water dioramas | did and made
was paid well | only have pictures of
the build in my possession as the mod-
el resides in Bridgeport, CT!!"
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Waterline Dioramas

A Model builders Artform
Justin E Camarata Author
Published by ScaleWatch Books
Florence OR

ISBN 978-0-9820579-2-6
WWWseawatchbooks.com

LA
W/ATERLINE DIORAMAS

A MOARDELBLUILDER'S ARTEURM

JusTiN E CAMARATA

Materials used;

WoobLanp Scenics Realistic Water, 16 Oz container
WoobLanp Scenics Water Effects, 16 O container g
GoLpen Artist CoLors Regular Gel (Matte) 8 OZ Container A
Liouitex Ultramarine Blue (Red Shade), 2 OZ Tube 1
Liquitex Phthalocyanine Green (Blue Shade), 2 OZ Tube :

At right, these three
pictures are of the
USS Juneau in 1/350
scale, | mentioned in
the write up.

It was one of the first
water scenes | did, but
I no longer have the
model as it was for a
paying customer!

Above photos from Doug
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Ed Brut: Report on IPMS
Space Coast show of

May 4th, 2024.The Space
Coast club put on a very
nice show with about 359
models by 76 entrants in
the competition.

The Ships Category was
sparse to say the least.
Some pictures shown.

Photos from Ed




n Ship’sLogTampaBayShipModelSociety |3

Ed continued, on creating water: More on making water -
“The only thing | can add to Sec/Ed adds: Raid the grand-
Doug’s description, is the mak- daughter’s make-up kit for
ing of the splash in the Periscope | glitter, and sprinkle a little bit.
piece. It is very persistent stuff, and
To form the water splash in if your model is cased, as it
the Periscope piece | painted the : should be, will stay in place.
P . e
acrylic jell on a piece of glass, f\"l,luhﬁ
after drying | cut it off the with
a razor blade and re-coated the
thin pieces on the flat side. This
gave it a three dimensional look.
After drying | “glued”it into place
with the same material, to form
the water splash.”

. BLOSS GEL

g

WO KINGS OF SHIpS
= IN THE SEA
 SUBMARINES & Tapcers ||
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Skipper Steve Sobieralski:
USS Maryland (Colorado Class
battleship) “l again brought
in my in-progress 1/200 scale
of the USS Maryland. In the
month since the previous
meeting, | had managed

to complete the planking

of the wood decks. This

was done using individual
1/32"x1/32"x1" bass wood
strips, numbering at least in
the hundreds, if not the thou-
sands, and is a significant
milestone in the completion
of this project.

Since the meeting | have
stained the wood using a
“natural” wood stain, which
adds very little color to the
wood, but does serve to high-
light and brighten it. Even
though 1/200 is a fairly large
scale for ship models it is, in
my opinion, still too small to
attempt any special treat-
ment of caulking between
the individual deck planks.
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Instead, | prefer to rely on the
natural variation in the color of
the planks to convey the im-
pression of a wood deck as seen
from some distance above the
deck. Photos of the aft deck of
the model and the aft deck of the
Maryland’s sister ship USS West
Virginia illustrate the effect | was
trying to achieve.”

Recall, if you can, that Steve
told, last month, that he had, “got-
ten a start on planking the main
deck adhered to the sheet plastic
sub-deck using FALLER ExPERT, a
German plastic cement.”

So, for wood-to-plastic.

Wicki says: “The Colorado-class
battleships were a group of four
United States Navy super-dread-
noughts, the last of its pre-treaty
battleships. Designed during
World War |, their construction
overlapped the end of that
conflict and continued in its
immediate aftermath. Though all
four keels were laid, only three
ships entered service: Colorado,
Maryland, and West Virginia.

Washington was over 75%
completed when she was can-
celed under the terms of the
Washington Naval Treaty in 1922

These photos from Steve
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Former member, Paul Anderson
donated 6 books to our society,
for the price of shipping ($13.82).
Untouched condition.

1. The Classic Boat, Time-Life,
Used $5.95 - $9.97

2. Chesapeake Bay Skipjacks, P.
Vojtech, Tidewater Pub. $29.95

3. Pete Culler on Wooden Boats,
John Burke, McGraw-Hill. $29.95

4. Boatbuilding Down East, Royal
Lowell, WoodenBoat Publications.
$34.95

5. Cape Cod Catboats, Stan
Grayson, Devereux Books. $39.95

6. Ralph Stanley —Tales of a
Maine Boatbuilder, Milner & Stan-
ley, Down East Books. $24.95

So, totals about $170.

Sec/Ed has‘em and will bring
them to the library as each is
finished.

Chesapeake “Bay -' The Classic Boaf
S k}?.!ﬁ:f.:‘f{s!.
A" |

N
iy Hl‘_}:\fl"‘lit.fll..[)ilﬁ G
DownN EAST

wterboals Are Bl

by Royal Lowell
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“The world’s first liquefied hydrogen carrier left Japan on Friday (12/22/21 or there-

about), to pick up its first cargo in Australia, with a return to Japan expected around THE NAUTICAL RESEARCH GUILD
. . . gy 5 M T R L)
late February, Kawasaki Heavy Industries Ltd (7012.T) said. skt el e b i L e B
s ™ . . B . Annual membership includes our world-renowned quarterly magazine, the
The A$500 million (US $362 million) pl|0t project, led by Japan s Kawasaki and Nautical Research Journal, which features photographs and articles on ship model
backed by the Japanese and Australian governments, was originally scheduled to ship building, naval architecture, merchant and naval ship construction, maritime trade,
its fi f hvd df b lin A liain th . ” nautical and maritime history, nautical archaeology and maritime art.
its first cargo of hydrogen extracted from brown coal in Australia in the spring. Other benefits include Virtual Workshops, ship modeling seminars, NRG products
“It depends on the weather, but the hydrogen carrier ‘Suiso Frontier’is due to arrive and juried model competitions, which are offered exclusively to Guild members. )
. .. . . . We hope you will consider joining our ongoing celebration of model ships and
in Australia in mid-January and is expected to return to Japan in around late February, maritime history.
a spokesperson said. A one-way trip takes about 16 days.” il
This report from Hydrogen Central, the Hydrogen Industry News and Market Intelligence. J()lN
Which brings up the issue of efficiency. Offloads and returns empty? That would be a 'l‘()“AY!
AUAR.

LOT of teriyaki sauce!

For more information contact uat www thenrg.org or telephone 585-968-B1 | |




