
Ship’s LogShip’s Log

$12 Dues checks MUST BE  

made out to Xxxxx Xxxxxxxxx and NOTED as  
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Steve’s address: 4830 15th Ave N. St. Petersburg, FL 
 33713

Meeting of April, 2025

President Steve Sobieralski 
2906 W. Bay Villa Ave. Tampa, FL 33611 
ssobier@verizon.net

Treasurer  George Hecht  
408 Kerry Dr. Clearwater, FL 33765 
ghecht1@tampabay.rr.com

Secretary/Newsletter Editor Irwin Schuster 
8503 Portage Ave. Tampa, FL 33647-1707 
813 866-1442   irwin.schuster@verizon.net

Webmaster Phillip Schuster. Contact Sec/Ed.

Meetings 
are held at 10:30 a.m. on the fourth Tuesday of 
each month except December (none).

Location  
is the lower level of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
411-5th St. N., St. Petersburg. From I-275, Exit at 
I-375 East to second exit (4th Ave. N.). Proceed to 
traffic light at 5th St. N., turning left.  Church is 
on right. Parking is to the left of the church.

Objectives 
This Society is an organization of model builders, 
historians and artists who encourage the con-
struction of nautical models, creation of marine 
art, and research in maritime history, at every 
level of expertise, through the exchange of ideas 
and presentations.

Membership 
There is no charge to attend meetings, and all 
interested parties are invited. Annual dues of $12 
are payable in January.

Presentations

Members and guests are encouraged to bring in 
or send projects current and past, plans, model-
ing problems or maritime-related items of inter-
est for discussion, or inclusion in the monthly 
Ship’s Log. 

Next Meeting 
Tuesday, May 27, 10:30 a.m.

TampaBayShipModelSociety
TampaBayShipModelSociety.org

President Sobieralski called the regular April, 2025 meeting to order, on time.  
	 Treasurer Hecht collected for and distributed copies of the “Ship Modeler’s Handbook,” a publication of Fine Scale Model-
er, previously ordered. He also told that he had seen them in hobby shops.
	 Further, he announced the contents of the Treasury. More on an idea for that, later.	
	 Ed Brut reminded that IPMS Pelikan Club’s PELICON event would be held Saturday, 4/26 at the St. Lawrence Church on 
Himes Ave., in Tampa. 7,000 sq. ft. hall, $15-$20 entrance, with lots of vendors. 
	 Moving on, to S&T >>>>>   

These Images from Howard.

Howard Howe supplied this photo of  his 
Florida stern-wheeler, Barbara-Lee, finished.
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Udo Reif: “Last year I showed you the 
beginnings of this model; a 1 inch to 1 
foot replica of a boat I built in the early 
60s. At the time I explained the history 
and background of how I built the full-
scale boat. 
	 After successful sea trials in the pool 
last week, she is now finished. I had 
to make some compromises from the 
original in order to make her into an R/C 
model.
	 For RC, I had to add lead to the cen-
ter board in order to make her self-right-
ing. And the jib had to be a club-footed 
instead of overlapping. I managed to 
arrange all the radio-control gear in a 
plug fitting close to seal the cockpit 
watertight. My big concern was adding 
all this weight which made her sit in the 
water much lower than the designed 
waterline. However, at the first trial she 
did very well, recovering easily from a 
knockdown. I look forward to letting her 
go in the big pond.”
	 (Udo explained the odd position of 
the big red Star on the sail as the result 
of his having cut down the sail of a larg-
er, earlier model.)

RC cockpit “plug” that contains all electronics and 
seals the hull into a watertight unit.



Ship’sLogTampaBayShipModelSociety 3

Weighted CB and RC “plug” in place.
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Howard Howe: “The Barbara-Lee 
model is completed. I have added 
additional exterior lighting, star-
board and port running lights, aft 
exhaust piping, exterior plumbing, 
hand rail decorative trim, spot light, 
and support railing between the 
two large exhaust pipes with the 
BL letters. I needed a 1/48 U.S. flag 
for stern mount and Irwin created a 
sheet with multiple size choices for 
me!
	 The full-scale boat had been 
hauled out recently for service, up-
grades, and painting. The yellow trim 
on the railing had been replaced 
with a red trim. I was able to paint 
my trim from the Chaperon model 
kit red, before installing it. Then 
I added some scale people with dou-
ble sticky tape on their feet so they 
can be moved around on the boat 
if necessary. Also, I need to docu-
ment the sequence of disassembly 
for access to the internal motor and 
lighting in case of trouble!

These Images from Howard.
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I coordinated with the 
owner, Michelle Wyatt, 
for a trip to Sanford to 
show her the model. 	
	 We made plans for a 
luncheon cruise on May 
31. During the cruise, I will 
give a short presentation 
to her and the passengers 
about the model and how 
I created it, using another 
stern-wheel model kit of 
the Chaperon.  
	 She is purchasing the 
model and plans to have 
it on display on the cruise 
boat in a protective case.
From our discussions and 
my background that I 
provided, she is planning 
to advertise the “Show and 
Tell” event in the Rivership 
Company’s May Newsletter.”

This Image from Howard.
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Guy Hancock:  “I showed the 
Sultana with some more deck 
details added; the post and 
stopper for the windlass, the 
binnacle chest, and steps to the 
quarter deck.  The steps need 
a little bit more fairing and will 
probably be painted red.  
The ship’s boat is finished 
except for adding the brackets 
to support it. I plan to put in 
off-center because it seems too 
close to the mast and windlass 
when on the centerline.  The 
rudder pintles and gudgeons 
are painted paper, because I 
thought brass would be too 
hard to work with.

	 I saw a tour of The Sullivans 
destroyer on YouTube, as it has 
now been refloated after par-
tially sinking at the dock a few 
years ago.” 
	 [DD-537 is located at Buffalo 
and Erie County Naval & Military 
Park}



Ship’sLogTampaBayShipModelSociety 7

Chuck LaFave: brought a 
mini grinder marketed for fin-
gernails. The cordless version 
is $15, and the corded, $10. 
It is variable speed and has a 
very narrow, non-standard, 
shaft diameter. Not standard 
for modeling tools. Who 
knows the standards of the 
fingernail & toenail industry?
	 Chuck now believes the 
corded version would have 
been a better choice, with 
more power. This one stalls out 
when pressure is applied.
	 He also described a robot 
window cleaner for $268.,  
designed to climb around the 
outsides of tall buildings.
	 “Look out Below!”

COSLUS Taladro de uñas eléctrico inalámbrico: máquina 
de taladro de uñas con perilla de velocidad continua 
para esmalte de polvo de inmersión de gel acrílico, man-
icura pedicura portátil profesional
=
COSLUS Inline electric nail polisher: nail polishing 
machine with continuous speed pearl for powder nail 
polish and acrylic gel dipping, professional portable 
manicure pedicure
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Brad Murray:  “I brought the lantern and gallery from 
the lighthouse I had made for the carousel whirligig to 
show the use of colored masking tape. 		
The lantern room was made of microscope glass 
slides. I know painting glass is a thing that’s done, but 
never having done that I wanted to avoid the possi-
bility of a screw-up. I opted to use black masking tape 
from a company called BAM! Tape. It comes in many 
colors and their flat black was just the ticket. 	
	 I brought the ‘baby’ sperm whale’s tooth to show 
it next to an adult tooth. Geo. Hecht belongs to the 
adult tooth. He didn’t harpoon the whale but acquired 
it in the second most interesting way; by traveling to 
the old Whaling Station on South Georgia Island, while 
employed by the British Navy, and pulling it out of a 
heap of old bones and teeth. Thus, a memento from a 
storied corner of our terraqueous globe. 	
	 The baby tooth belongs to my wife Carol. She 
suggested that I scrimshaw something on it. I made 
some ol’ timey tools out of large sailmaker’s needles, 
but I also bought a cordless diamond-tipped engraver 
to play with. 
	 My cousin and neighbor, on Nantucket, Nancy 
Chase (1931-2016), was a master scrimshander all her 
life. I guess we’ll see if it’s “in the blood” as they say.”
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Brian Zinzmeister: ” I built this 
Friendship Sloop from a kit by Blue-
Jacket Shipcrafters. They offered two 
sizes; 1’ and ½’ scale and I chose the 
smaller one for reasons of space for 
displaying it.  It is a plank-on-bulk-
head construction with some lase-
cut parts and cast fittings.  
	 The instructions were straight-
forward, but I was a little disap-
pointed in the fittings for rigging. 
When I tried drilling the castings 
out for the size line they supplied, 
it would weaken the fitting for use. 
So, I substituted the pulleys and 
deadeyes with slightly larger plas-
tic ones someone had given me.  I 
also made a new cowling (templat-
ed from the one provided), out of 
some Poplar that I soaked in am-
monia to form around the inside 
of the cockpit, which I could then 
custom fit better than the one sup-
plied. 
	 I decided to use Red Cedar 
for the top decking but wish I had 
sliced it a little narrower. 

These images from Brian
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These photos from Brian.

I used the size they showed 
on the plans, and it looks too 
wide for the ½’ scale.  
I finished the decking in a 
clear satin and stained and 
painted the mast, boom, and 
cowling. I painted the hull 
dark green and red, with a 
white stripe for a waterline 
demarcation. 
	 I didn’t like the sail cloth 
that came with the kit, so I 
bought some fine linen and 
after cutting a patch big 
enough for all the sails, I wet-
ted it with a diluted mixture 
of water and white glue and 
hung it up to dry. After iron-
ing it I cut the shapes of the 
three sails (slightly larger for 
perimeter to be sewn) and 
drew the panel lines lightly 
in pencil and sewed along 
those lines, then ironed over 
the edges about 3/16’ and 
sewed those. 
	 The reef points I just did 
by hand on each panel line 
and put a drop of glue to 
hold them in place. Attaching 
the main sail to the boom, 
mast hoops and gaff were 
done by threading by hand 
according to the plans and 
instructions, and lines for 
the jibs were done the same. 
I enjoyed the process and 
learned a few things, this 
being my first sailboat, I was 
pleased with the end results.”
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Steve Sobieralski:  “I again brought in my 
in-progress 1/32 scale plastic kit of the sailing 
ketch Minots Light. Work done since the 
previous meeting included most of the paint 
work on the hull, topsides and spars. This was 
a time-consuming task accomplished using an 
airbrush, a lot of masking tape, and a quantity 
of my ever-dwindling supplies of no longer 
manufactured Testors Model Master enamel 
paints. Remaining work includes detail parts, 
rigging and sails.”
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Irwin Schuster (Sec/Ed):  
Getting back to The Annie of 
Cedar Key. In last month’s ShLog, 
I showed the model history 
and state of the project, from 
September 2023, when other 
priorities intervened. I pointed 
out that, as I had no record of the 
underbody or rudder, I made a 
waterline half model.
	 This month I spoke of the 
challenges and details still to be 
assembled. The background map 
of Cedar Key, the water and the 
“nameplate” as it were, are all in-
cluded in the field-art/illustration. 
I adhere that printed material to 
the back panel with old fash-
ioned wallpaper paste. The stuff 
is proven over centuries. 
	 The mast hoops will have an 
inverted “J” configuration with 
the stems planted in holes for-
ward of the masts, and glued to 
those halves.
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Irwin.schuster@verizon.net
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	 The frame is the simple encasement. 
All half-spars, mast hoops, blocks, and 
lines will be applied to that back panel. 
The “blocks” are actually escutcheon 
pins painted brown. Rigging lines will be 
belayed to them and wrapped over or 
under the shank. 
	 Perfect half spars are made by 
pasting 1:2’s into a 2:2, chucking and 
tapering, then soaking apart. A kid’s Glue 
Stick will work if you are fast. I had made 
mast bands of brass, but gray paper will 
suffice for galvanized or painted fittings 
as there are no forces, apart from gravity, 
on them.  
	 All rigging parts are anchored to the 
background with the smallest gauge 
pins available. Clipped wire will work, 
because heads are not needed. The 
shrouds are the only rigging spaced off 
the back panel.
	 I have searched barrel-head symbols 
to indicate content.  
	 Friend of the club, Randy Biddle 
showed a “Nautical star” to indicate 
water on schooner Chance. I find 
nothing else on conventions. What do 
you suppose signaled oils and alcoholic 
beverages as contents?

The water cask in the Annie 
photo appears to have a 
symbol as above. I drew 
my interpretation of the 
fuzzy image and backed 
it with a scan of wood to 
form the barrel end.
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These Images from the WWW.

Guy Hancock contributes: “I saw this on FB 
and thought (our crew) would enjoy seeing it.
	 Classic Herreshoff NELLIE for sale!
Launched by Herreshoff Manufacturing Company 
in November of 1902, NELLIE falls in the sweet 
spot of classic sailing yachts; not too big, not 
too small. She can be sailed by two for a sun-
set cruise or raced competitively with a crew 
of ten. This combined with the intrinsic beau-
ty of her classic Herreshoff sheer and cutter 
gaff rig have contributed to her remarkable 
longevity.
	 In 1902 and 03, the Herreshoff Mfg. Co. 
built three virtually identical full-keel yachts 
to the 35-foot waterline racer/cruiser class: 
AZOR for Malcolm Forbes, TRIVIA for Harold 
Vanderbilt, and NELLIE for Morton Plant 
(NELLIE was named after Plant’s wife, Nellie 
Capron.) In his biography of his father, L. 
Francis Herreshoff wrote of the trio of 35 ft 
waterline sloops, “These three were among the 
nicest all-around sail boats of their size ever 
built.”
	 From 2007 to 2010, NELLIE underwent a 
carefully researched, museum quality, keel-up 
restoration, and today is in “better than new” 
condition. This restoration was featured in 
the 2010 Classic Yacht Symposium at the 
Herreshoff Marine Museum in Bristol, RI and 
is available in digital format for those who 
would like to see it.
	 NELLIE’s classical well-appointed interior 
provides a level of luxurious comfort not seen 
on pure racing yachts, and her spacious cock-
pit is equally suited to silver service dining as 
it is to sailing. I could go on, but the photos 
speak for themselves.
	 NELLIE is ready for immediate delivery. 
To learn more please visit NELLIE’s website at  
< syNELLIE.com >.”
	 So, Guy and your Sec/Ed plan to bring 
to the floor, a motion regarding the necessity 
of TBSMS having a club yacht. This one seems 
to have the requisite history. Are you in?

AN IDEA...
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Ed Brut on Tampa Scale 
Modelers: “This was the 
original modeler club in 
Tampa, I originally joined 
back in ’77.  The Tampa club 
lost its place to meet about 
5 times, meeting in several 
hobby shops and some 
train shops, but in moving 
around, members lost inter-
est and the club folded.  	
	 I joined the Pelikan club 
around ‘84 or 85. About 5 
members also belonged to 
the Pelikan Model club. The 
Tampa club was the first to 
hold model shows/contests 
in Florida. Bob Spring was 
part of the committee on 
the first show. Hope this 
fills you in on a little of 
that club’s history. TSM size 
never got beyond 15 or 
16 members, and it folded 
around 1990.”
	 More on Bob Spring, 
following

On the theme of model 
shows, Ed provided these 
few images from Pelicon.



Ship’sLogTampaBayShipModelSociety16
Some of the work of Bob 
Spring.

Images from the WWW.
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 Annual membership includes our world-renowned quarterly magazine, the
Nautical Research Journal, which features photographs and articles on ship model 
building, naval architecture, merchant and naval ship construction, maritime trade, 
nautical and maritime history, nautical archaeology and maritime art.
 Other bene�ts include Virtual Workshops, ship modeling seminars, NRG products 
and juried model competitions, which are o�ered exclusively to Guild members. 
We hope you will  consider joining our ongoing celebration of model ships and 
maritime history.

More odd nautical subjects that are unlikely to have been modeled before, 
other than the original creations in the initial design process.

It would be comforting to know that you had a set like this, in case you 
ever needed it!


